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through his eye, and the unfortunate Hallam died within twenty-four hours. Macklin was advised by his friends to keep out of the way, but, acting upon wiser and more honourable counsel, he wrote a letter to the manager of Drury Lane, expressing his deep sorrow, and his intention to surrender himself at the Old Bailey. There he was tried for the murder of Thomas Hallam, and as the depositions of the witnesses give a wonderful insight into the life and manners of the scene-room, I cannot do better than give one of these at length, choosing the evidence of Thomas Arne, which is the story of an eyewitness of the whole scene.
" I have the honour to be the numberer of the boxes of Drury Lane playhouse, under Mr. Fleetwood. On Saturday night I delivered my accounts in at the property office ; and then, at eight at night, I came into the scene-room, where the players warm themselves, and sat in a chair at the side of the fire. Fronting the fire there is a long seat, where five or six may sit. The play was almost done, and they were making preparations for the entertainment, when the prisoner came into the scene-room and sat down next me, and high words arose between him and the deceased about a stock wig for a disguise in the entertainment. The prisoner had played in the wig the night before, and now the deceased
had got it.   ' D------n you for a rogue,3 says the prisoner;
' what business have you with my wig ?' * I am no more a rogue than yourself,7 says the deceased. ' It's a stock wig, and I have as much right to it as you have.1 Some of the players coming in, they desired the deceased to fetch the wig and give it to the prisoner, which he did, and then said to him,'Here is your wig. I have got one I like better.' The prisoner, sitting by me, took the wig, and began to comb it out, and all seemed to be quiet for about half a quarter of an hour ; but the prisoner began to grumble again, and said
to the deceased, e G------d d------n you for a blackguard, scrub,
rascal, how durst you have the impudence to take this wig ?'